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Graduate School of Information Sciences, Tohoku University

Congratulatory Address

On behalf of the Graduate School of Information Sciences of Tohoku University, I would
like to express my sincere congratulations on your admission to our graduate school. This
April, we have 148 new Master’s course students and 42 new doctoral students respectively,
among them, 26 are foreign students. [ would also like to congratulate from the bottom of my
heart the family members and related people who have supported our newcomers. Tohoku
University now is the only selected candidate of "University for International Research
Excellence” by Japanese government. As a world-class university, we are expected to further
develop our strength to lead the world.

Our graduate school, GSIS, was established in 1993. Currently it has four departments which
feature a wide range of disciplines including natural sciences, engineering, humanities, and
social sciences. GSIS has been leading the world with its outstanding track record of research
and cultivation of human resources. GSIS also features interdisciplinary research by
combining various fields and promoting new information sciences. Please make full use of this
excellent environment that cannot be found anywhere else. Communication with other people
working in other areas that are not your own field is extremely useful to expand the horizon
of your knowledge and this is within close reach by attending events or interacting with other
laboratories in GSIS.

For making the most of your campus life and laying the foundations of your future as a
member of society, | would like to offer three pieces of advice.

The first advice is to participate in the sports activities with your friends and classmates.
Sports can help us maintain a healthy body and mind. When you encounter difficult tasks in
research or have problems that cannot be solved immediately, a positive outlook is important.
Also, enjoying sports is good for a change of pace and may even spark new ideas. If you are
not good at sports or are subjected to constraints, please find or continue your hobbies besides
study and research. Such activities are essential in strengthening your communication skills.
A good friend made during your school days may last throughout life and more friends make
our lives fulfilling and enjoyable.

The second advice is to enhance your Japanese language skills. Studying the Japanese
language can make your life here more enjoyable and convenient. It will also help you learn
more about the Japanese culture so that you can make more Japanese friends easier. Studying
abroad is a valuable opportunity so please take advantage of this precious environment to

spread your wings and brighten your future.



The third advice I would like to give you is to enhance your information literacy skills. There
is a lot of information coming and going every day on the Internet. Such a large amount of
information absolutely brings benefits to us. On the other hand, the flooding and
manipulation of information have become a serious social problem. Viewers and users can be
easily influenced by the massive amount of information they are exposed to. In an era that
networks and SNS are highly developed, to guide ourselves, we need to examine closely the
essential information like where the information is coming from, what is the intention behind
the messages, and how much they are emotional or extreme. Information literacy, Al, and data
science are some of the powerful tools for surviving in the information age and you can have
easy access to them while studying at GSIS.

I believe that these three advices are very important for your future success and hope you
can implement them in your daily life. To end this congratulatory message, [ promise you that
our teaching and administration staffs will try our best to support you to have a fulfilling
student life. We sincerely expect your great success in your journey of study and research in

GSIS as well as a happy life in Sendai.

Congratulations once more on your entrance to GSIS.

April, 2024
Graduate School of Information Sciences

Dean Kato Nei
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